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antly praying each one of you to take me as his
son for the love and affection of God, and to inter-
cede along with his fellow-warriors for the safety
of my soul. For I also, according to the ability of
my littleness, am a devoted interceder for your
honour and success.

" Let your affection know that the lord Charles
the king greatly desires the supplications of your
holiness to the Lord, alike for himself and the
stability of his realm and for the spread of the
Christian name, and for the soul of the most
reverend father Adrian the Pope, for faithfulness
of friendship towards a dead friend is most highly
approved.

ff One who intercedes for such a friend no doubt
greatly enhances his own merits with God. The
aforesaid lord king for the furtherance of this his
petition has sent to your holiness some small gifts
of blessing.1 I pray you to accept with gladness
what he has sent and to do faithfully what he asks
of you; that the faith of your goodness may meet
with a great reward from God, and the religion of
humbleness may be widely praised among men.

" O my most holy fathers and shepherds, O most
clear light of the whole of Britain, feed the flock
of Christ, which is with you, by assiduous preaching
of the Gospel and good example of holy life.
Preach with truth, correct with vigour, exhort
with persuasion. Stand with your loins girt in
the army of Christ, and your lights burning, that
your light may shine before all who are in the
house of God, that they may see your good works

1 The passage is incomplete, but this is the sense of it.